Better
defined
biotopes
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A precise knowledge of biotopes is
useful to preserve their stability, often
under threat from human pressure.
It is also a decision-making aid for
managers responsible under the
Natura 2000 network’s Habitat directive to help preserve the European
Union’s biological diversity. To perfect
and refine biotope identification
and thus classification, exploratory
research combined hyperspectral
data with precise measurements of
interacting chemical, physical and
biological processes. In the interests
of preserving fragile environments,
other projects have included hyperspectral data in research on humidity
gradients and their effect on plant
associations.
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