STEREO III: Support To Exploitation and Research in Earth Observation (2013-2021)

The research programme for earth observation STEREO III is funded by the Belgian federal government and managed by the Federal Science Policy Office. 

The objectives of the programme are:
· To support of innovative quality research in the field of remote sensing. 

· To stimulate the development of new remote sensing applications. 

· To keep/put Belgium on the map as international centre of expertise in a number of remote sensing fields. 

· To secure integration of Belgian teams in international partnerships. 

· To support Belgium’s remote sensing instruments and platforms. 

· To introduce the use of remote sensing in new disciplines and to new users. 

· To promote remote sensing. 

The thematic research priorities are as follows:

· Global monitoring of vegetation and changes in large terrestrial ecosystems 

· Environmental management (water, soil, forests, agriculture, coastal areas, urban areas and suburban areas)

· Interaction between (change in) land cover and climate change 

· Epidemiology and humanitarian aid

· Security and risk management

The total budget for the programme is 28,6 MEUR, of which ±2,3 MEUR is earmarked for the current call for proposals. 

This call focuses on the exploration projects:

Small scale remote sensing projects associated or not with past BELSPO thematic projects, lasting 1 to 2,5 years for 1 to 3 teams whether or not rounded out by an international team. 

The projects are directed at:

1. investigating new concepts, technologies and sensors (innovation project); OR

2. Exploring a new research track resulting from previous BELSPO remote sensing projects (spin-off project); OR

3. Developing and validating new PROBA-V products (PROBA-V project); OR

4. Investigating a site specific and well-defined topic using BELAIR data, e.g. the validation of a vegetation index in a fragmented landscape (belair project).
